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Zoning Affects Every Building and Use 

According to the Town Zoning Ordinance Section 1-6: Every building or land shall 

hereafter be used, and no building or part thereof shall be erected, moved or altered 

except in conformity with the regulations herein specified for the district in which it is 

located. 

 

You may ask, so what does that mean for me? 

It means that you can only use your property—and build or change anything on it—

according to the specific rules for your area. Before you build, renovate, or use your 

land in a new way, you need to make sure it follows the zoning rules for your district. 

 

There are zoning districts established for the corporate limits of the Town and it’s 

extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ). These zoning districts provide guidelines as to what is 

allowed in each district. 

 

These zoning districts are:  

 
RA Residential Agricultural 
R-20 Residential Medium Density Single-

Family 
R-15 Residential -Medium/High Density 
R-8 Residential -High Density 
O&I Office and Institutional 
NB Neighborhood Business District 
MUD (old B1) Downtown Mixed Use District 
HB (old B2) Highway Business 
LI Light Industrial District 
HI Heavy Industrial District 
HO Highway Overlay 
C – O Conservation Overlay 

 

Based on the zoning districts, there are specific rules for how land can be used. 
Each district—whether residential, commercial, industrial, or something else—has its 
own regulations. The Permitted Use Table shows what types of land use are allowed in 
each district, making it easier to understand what you can and cannot do with a 
property. 

For example: If a property is in a residential zoning district, it might allow single-family 
homes but not businesses like auto repair shops. On the other hand, a commercial 
district would allow shops, restaurants, or offices, but may not allow new houses. 



How do I know if I need a zoning permit for my project? 
If you’re planning to build something new, make changes to an existing structure, start a 
new business, or change how a property is used, you may need a zoning permit. 

Zoning permits ensure that your project follows the rules for your zoning district. Some 
common examples of when a zoning permit may be required include: 

• Building a new house or garage 
• Adding an addition to your home 
• Opening a business 
• Installing a sign, fence, accessory building (shed) 
• Changing the use of a property (like turning a home into a rental unit or home 

business) 

The best way to find out?  

Contact Angel Jenkins, Town Manager / Town Zoning Officer before you start your 
project. She can tell you what’s allowed and whether a permit is needed. 

What's Next? 

In the next issue of Denton Connects, we’ll take a closer look at Special Use Permits, 
Conditional Use Permits and Quasi-Judicial Hearings. 

Article written by Angel Jenkins, Town Manager 

 

 


