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What Is the Town of Denton’s Zoning Ordinance and Why Do We Have It? 

Each town, city, and county in North Carolina has the authority to adopt zoning rules, 
also known as a zoning ordinance. This power comes from North Carolina General 
Statutes Chapter 160D, which was created to bring together local planning and 
development rules into one unified set of guidelines. In 2020, the Town of Denton 
updated its Zoning Ordinance to align with these state standards. 

What Is a Zoning Ordinance? 

A zoning ordinance is a set of local laws that regulate how land can be used within the 
town. These rules are in place to: 

• Protect public health, safety, and general welfare 
• Encourage organized and responsible growth 
• Prevent overcrowding and traffic congestion 
• Ensure access to light, air, and open space 
• Provide for schools, parks, roads, water, sewer, and other public services 
• Maintain the unique character of the community 

In short, the zoning ordinance is a tool used to help shape how Denton grows and 
develops, in a way that benefits everyone who lives and works here.  

Key Functions of a Zoning Ordinance: 

1. Establishes District Regulations 
2. Permitted Uses: what is allowed on each property by permit, special permit or a 

conditional use permit.  
3. Sign Regulations: for commercial, industrial, and residential nature in appropriate 

sites throughout the Town.  
4. Buffer Yards and Landscaping: to protect and preserve the appearance, 

character, and value of property and surrounding neighborhoods. 
5. Off-Street Parking and Loading: specifies the amount of off-street parking 

required for new construction or enlargements. 
6. Nonconforming Situations: there are situations where a property is nonconforming 

the existing zoning district.  

What's Next? 
The Zoning Ordinance covers a wide range of activities that require permits or 

approvals from the Town Zoning Officer, the Planning and Zoning Board, The Board of 

Adjustments and/or the Board of Commissioners. From building new structures, adding 

a fence, and  home-based businesses, many actions need to follow specific zoning 

rules. 

In the next issue of Denton Connects, we’ll take a closer look at some of the zoning 
regulations you may not know about — and how they could affect your property or 
future projects. 


