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Informed Citizens, Stronger Community 

How Denton’s Government Works 

The Town of Denton was established as a Charter in 1907.  What is a Charter? 

A governmental charter is a formal document that establishes and defines the powers, 

organization, and responsibilities of a government or one of its parts. It acts like a constitution or 

foundational legal framework for how that government or entity operates. 

Municipal Charter (Local Government) 

• A municipal charter is a legal document granted by the state that establishes a city, town, 

or county and outlines how it will be governed. 

• It typically includes: 

o The structure of the local government (either Mayor/Council or as in our case a 

Council/Manager) 

o The powers and duties of elected officials 

o Rules for elections, budgeting, and ordinances 

• Think of it as the "constitution" of the town. 

What are Minutes, Ordinances, Resolutions, Polices 

Minutes: 

In a municipal context, "minutes" refer to the official written record of a meeting—typically of a 

town council, or other governing body. Serve as a legal record, ensure transparency and 

accountability, helps residents stay informed about local government actions, may be required by 

law for public access. 

Ordinances: 

In a municipality, ordinances are local laws or regulations enacted by the town council and are 

legally binding within the town. An Ordinance is drafted by a Manager, Town Council or 

Attorney, they are presented at a council meeting for review and approval. There are many 

different ordinances within a local government.  

Characteristics of an Ordinance: 

• Zoning and land use 

• Noise control 

• Animal regulations 

• Business licenses 

• Parking and traffic 

• Public health and safety 

• But not limited to those listed.  



 

Resolutions:  

In a municipality, a resolution is a formal expression of opinion, intent, or decision adopted by a 

city or town council or governing body—but unlike an ordinance, it does not create a law. 

Characteristics of a Resolution: 

• Not a law (unlike an ordinance) 

• Typically used for administrative or ceremonial matters 

• Can express intent, support, recognition, or establish temporary rules or policies 

• Usually easier to adopt than ordinances (often requires just one vote) 

• May be binding in a limited or internal sense, but not enforceable like an ordinance 

Article written by Paula Hedrick, Town Clerk 


