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Informed Citizens, Stronger Community 

A Look at Denton's Leadership: Past, Present, and Future 

The Town of Denton, officially incorporated on March 11, 1907, by the North Carolina General 

Assembly, has a rich and storied history. Originally known as Finch’s Cross Road, the town 

elected its first mayor, J.E. Varner, the same year. Over the decades, Denton has been guided by 

a variety of mayors—each bringing unique strengths and wisdom gained through experience. 

Today, the Mayor of Denton serves as the town’s chief elected official, responsible for both 

ceremonial duties and key governance functions. This role includes presiding over meetings, 

ensuring effective local government operations, and representing Denton in official capacities. 

Our current mayor, Larry Ward, is completing his 12th year of dedicated service. We extend 

our heartfelt thanks to Mayor Ward for his steadfast leadership and many contributions to the 

community. 

As we look to the future, 2025 is an election year. Denton residents will be voting to elect a new 

Mayor as well as fill open seats on the Board of Commissioners. We encourage every eligible 

citizen to make your voice heard—get out and vote. Participating in local elections is one of 

the most powerful ways to shape the future of our community. 

The current Board of Commissioners includes: 

• Mayor Pro Tem Deanna Grubb 

• Commissioner Anne Carter Bean 

• Commissioner Scott Morris 

• Commissioner Barbara Hogan 

• Commissioner Hayden Hicks 

Together, they bring a wealth of experience and dedication to the table. The Board holds its 

regularly scheduled meetings on the first Monday of each month (unless it falls on a 

holiday). Community members are always welcome to attend. Each meeting includes a Public 

Comment session, where individuals may speak for up to three minutes on topics not listed on 

the meeting agenda. 

We invite all citizens to stay involved, attend meetings, and continue shaping the future of 

Denton. 

Article written by Paula Hedrick, Town Clerk 


